
Sem 6thechemistryhons.Chapter3page2
Aliteraturereviewisasurveyofscholarlysourcesonaspecifictopic.Itprovidesanoverviewof
currentknowledge,allowingyoutoidentifyrelevanttheories,methods,andgapsintheexisting
research.

Conductingaliteraturereviewinvolvescollecting,evaluatingandanalyzingpublications(suchas
booksandjournalarticles)thatrelatetoyourresearchquestion.Therearefivemainstepsinthe
processofwritingaliteraturereview:

Searchforrelevantliterature
Evaluatesources
Identifythemes,debatesandgaps
Outlinethestructure
Writeyourliteraturereview
Step1:Searchforrelevantliterature
Beforeyoubeginsearchingforliterature,youneedaclearlydefinedtopic.

Ifyouarewritingtheliteraturereviewsectionofadissertationorresearchpaper,youwillsearch
forliteraturerelatedtoyourresearchproblem andquestions.

Ifyouarewritingaliteraturereviewasastand-aloneassignment,youwillhavetochooseafocus
anddevelopacentralquestiontodirectyoursearch.Unlikeadissertationresearchquestion,this
questionhastobeanswerablewithoutcollectingoriginaldata.Youshouldbeabletoanswerit
basedonlyonareviewofexistingpublications.
Step2:Evaluateandselectsources
Youprobablywon’tbeabletoreadabsolutelyeverythingthathasbeenwrittenonthetopic–
you’llhavetoevaluatewhichsourcesaremostrelevanttoyourquestions.

Foreachpublication,askyourself:

Whatquestionorproblem istheauthoraddressing?
Whatarethekeyconceptsandhowaretheydefined?
Whatarethekeytheories,modelsandmethods?Doestheresearchuseestablishedframeworks
ortakeaninnovativeapproach?
Whataretheresultsandconclusionsofthestudy?
How doesthepublicationrelatetootherliteratureinthefield?Doesitconfirm,addto,or
challengeestablishedknowledge?
Howdoesthepublicationcontributetoyourunderstandingofthetopic?Whatareitskeyinsights
andarguments?
Whatarethestrengthsandweaknessesoftheresearch
Step3:Identifythemes,debates,andgaps
Tobeginorganizingyourliteraturereview’sargumentandstructure,youneedtounderstandthe
connectionsandrelationshipsbetweenthesourcesyou’veread.Basedonyourreadingandnotes,
youcanlookfor:

Trendsandpatterns(intheory,methodorresults):docertainapproachesbecomemoreorless
popularovertime?
Themes:whatquestionsorconceptsrecuracrosstheliterature?
Debates,conflictsandcontradictions:wheredosourcesdisagree?
Pivotalpublications:arethereanyinfluentialtheoriesorstudiesthatchangedthedirectionofthe
field?
Gaps:whatismissingfrom theliterature?Arethereweaknessesthatneedtobeaddressed?
Thisstepwillhelpyouworkoutthestructureofyourliteraturereview and(ifapplicable)show
howyourownresearchwillcontributetoexistingknowledge.

Step4:Outlineyourliteraturereview’sstructure



Therearevariousapproachestoorganizingthebodyofaliteraturereview.Youshouldhavea
roughideaofyourstrategybeforeyoustartwriting.

Dependingonthelengthofyourliteraturereview,youcancombineseveralofthesestrategies
(for example,your overallstructure mightbe thematic,buteach theme is discussed
chronologically)


